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   [ Press-cuttings digest ]


* Australia: _Australian Wins Defamation Case_
* USA: _Sex offenders to be released_
* USA: _The thought police: Lay down your rights and back away slowly!_
* South Africa: _See no evil_

Literature: _Dickens kept a keen eye on fallen girls_





Australia:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Australian Wins Defamation Case_

29th June 2001

Australian human rights activists are hailing a judge's
decision this week declaring a television station
guilty of defamation for running stories accusing an
openly gay lawyer of paedophilia.

John Marsden sued Australia's Channel Seven for
damaging his reputation with reports in 1995 and 1996
claiming Marsden had sex with under-age boys.  Supreme
Court Justice David Levine said he was satisfied that
the alleged events did not occur and that the station
had sullied Marsden's "good and settled general
reputation" with their "grave and false imputations,"
which he said were motivated by "malice."  The
false allegations were aired on the network's current
affairs programs Today Tonight and Witness.

The judge awarded Marsden AUS $525,000 (US: $300,000)
for "hurt feelings, as well as damage to his good
name."

"Although I have won, I have lost, "Marsden told
reporters.  He said he would never fully recover from
the damage done by claims he was a paedophile.  A
tearful Mr Marsden also lashed out at the "zealots and
homophobes" he says orchestrated his torment.

In particular, he called for NSW Police Commissioner
Peter Ryan to stand aside pending an independent
inquiry into the criminal investigation which preceded
the Seven case.

John Marsden is likely to collect upwards of $4 million
in costs and damages arising from the false allegations.

The court refused to disclose exactly how much of the
$6 million Mr Marsden has had to pour into the trial
would be returned to him.  But it is understood he will
recoup most of it.

Justice Levine ordered that Channel Seven pay his costs
of running the case up until February 25, 1997, when he
offered to settle the matter privately.

Beyond that date, Seven is liable for costs on an
indemnity basis, which covers all Mr Marsden's legal
and personal expenses.

Seven solicitors later put their legal bill in the
region of $10 million.

The finding for the 59-year-old former Law Society
president and Police Board member was the culmination
of a battle royal after a jury found he had been
defamed in 1999.

Heard over a record 185 days, the case produced almost
10,000 pages of transcript and featured testimony from
113 witnesses.

----------------------------------------------------------





USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

_The thought police: Lay down your rights and back away slowly!_

21st June 2001

[... snip round-up of recent USA civil-liberties cases]
Earlier this week, a federal judge ruled in favor of a
66-year-old grandmother who had been arrested and
charged with child endangerment for taking nude photos
of two grandchildren.  Marian Rubin had sued the Essex
County, N.J., prosecutor's office and the Montclair
police department to get back the photos seized by
authorities.  The award-winning photographer was
arrested more than a year ago for taking the same sort
of photos of her grandchildren that people used to have
made in professional studios of their kids on bearskin
rugs.

The judge ruled the photos were not pornographic.  She
should never have been arrested and charged.  The
prosecutor has until next week to decide whether to
appeal the judge's ruling.  [...]

----------------------------------------------------------





USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

June 26th 2001

_Sex offenders to be released on Supreme Court ruling_

At least 34 sex offenders likely will be released next
week, earlier than expected, under Colorado Supreme Court
rulings handed down Monday.

In two separate 4-3 decisions, the court ruled in favor
of five sex offenders - including three pedophiles -
who argued that they were wrongly ordered into
mandatory parole longer than their prison sentences.

Attorney General Ken Salazar said the 34 will be
released as early as next week unless his office asks
the court to reconsider and the court agrees, which is
considered highly unlikely now.

"The essence of it is that sex offenders who committed
their crimes between 1993 and 1998 will not be subject
to the mandatory parole provisions of the law," Salazar
said.

The attorney general said the problem is immediate but
won't last forever, since the Legislature passed the
Lifetime Supervision Act, effective Nov. 1, 1998, to
keep tabs on sex offenders for the rest of their lives,
if necessary.

Right now, 34 inmates likely to be released are in
prison for violating parole during a period of parole
no longer deemed valid by the court.

The state also will review the status of another 94
imprisoned for alleged parole violations.  They, too,
will be released once they've completed their sentences
whether or not it's served entirely in prison or
partially on parole.  The court found that while sex
offenders may be compelled to serve their maximum
sentences, they cannot be forced to spend additional
time after the sentences are completed.

Written by Justice Alex Martinez, the majority opinion
eventually could affect 128 parole violators now in
prison, 249 on parole and 1,145 sex offenders still
serving their sentences but unlikely now ever to face
additional time on parole.

The judges argued that the plain meaning of "maximum
sentence" should include not just incarceration but
post-release supervision because parole is a form of
punishment that limits an inmate's freedom.

When the Colorado Supreme Court overturned the Court of
Appeals last year, nine sex offenders were released
before Salazar halted further releases.  Eighty-four
were released from parole.  The attorney general then
persuaded the Supreme Court to reopen the appeal -
which he lost Monday.

-------------------------------------------------------





South Africa:
-------------------------------------------------------

_See no evil_

June 26th 2001

A blind man in South Africa was accused last week of
listening to child pornography, and police want to
know if they can put him in court for it.

This could be the nation's first child porn case where
nobody saw any child porn.  According to South Africa's
Sunday Tribune, the suspect listened to unspecified
illegal audio through a web site.  Experts are poring
over statute books for a clue about how to proceed, the
Tribune reported.

Frustratingly little information is available.  Police
won't release the blind man's identity - so we don't
know why he's blind, or how old he is, or why he likes
child porn, if the audio features real children or not,
or such pragmatic concerns as how a blind man managed
to discover such a web site in the first place.

We don't yet know all the legal-philosophical
implications, either.  Are all senses banned from
experiencing child porn?  If it were bottled, could he
smell it?  What if he heard something that resembled
child pornography, but was in fact generated using a
computer?  Any number of absurd questions can be
extrapolated, and each will appear to undermine the
seriousness of the crime -- until the day they're
actually asked in a courtroom.

We do know that South Africa is tough on child
pornography.  Viewing it -- or reading it -- will get
you an automatic five years in prison, and a recent
amendment has proposed doubling this sentence.  And not
only is it illegal for pornography to feature people
under 18, it's illegal for the people to even *seem*
underage.

-------------------------------------------------------





Literature:
-------------------------------------------------------

July 1st 2001

_Dickens kept a keen eye on fallen girls_

A hoard of letters from Charles Dickens, revealing his
intimate interest in "fallen" young girls he was trying
to save, has been discovered at a house in Devon.

The letters concern the residents of Urania Cottage, a
women's refuge for prostitutes, thieves and vagabonds
founded by Dickens in Shepherd's Bush, west London, in
1847.

They reveal that the novelist was much more than just a
patron of the home, showing him to have taken a
detailed interest in the girls - some as young as 14 -
who resided there.

His letters contain instructions on such minutiae as
the purchase of underwear for the girls and their
hygiene.  Occasionally he is harsh, calling one
"extraordinarily wicked".

The correspondence was found in May by Robin Fenner, an
auctioneer cataloguing the belongings of Judith Hughes,
a cabinet-maker in Tavistock, after she moved to an old
people's home.  Hughes, in her nineties, is a direct
descendant of Georgina Morson, governess of Urania
Cottage, to whom the 14 letters, written between 1849
and 1854, are all addressed.

"I had absolutely no idea they were there until I
picked up one of Dickens's books and one fell out,"
said Fenner.  "There was another batch in a book of
architectural plans and another in a chest of drawers.
I was spellbound.  They are real gems."

While there is no suggestion that Dickens had affairs
with any of the girls, scholars believe they cast new
light on his intense interest in girls at a time when
his relationship with Catherine, his wife, was in
difficulty.

Michael Slater, professor of Victorian literature at
Birkbeck College, London, and author of a book about
Dickens's relationships, said there was "no hard
evidence" to suggest misconduct with the Urania girls,
but added: "There does appear to be an obsession with
them and their lives, so who knows what was going on
deep in his psyche?"

Dickens, whose novels such as Oliver Twist and Little
Dorrit exposed poverty and social injustice in
Victorian Britain, founded Urania Cottage with money
from Angela Burdett Coutts, a member of the banking
dynasty.  At the time, Shepherd's Bush was a notorious
red-light district and the refuge aimed to "reform"
fallen girls.  It closed in 1862 after Dickens became
estranged from his wife.

The new letters show Dickens's close interest in the
home's residents.  One gives instructions to Morson for
collecting a new inmate.  He writes: "Will you send
underclothing to Eliza Wilkin now living with her
father at 18 Market Row, Oxford Market, with money for
her to get a warm bath - or two would be better - and
instructions where to do so that she may be perfectly
clean and wholesome."

Another letter, dated January 4, 1854, berates Rhena
Dolland, a girl who criticised the regime at the home.
Dickens acknowledges her sorry life story, continuing:
"How horrible then, to know, at the same moment, that
she can be so extraordinarily wicked as under that roof
which alone protects her from the great black world of
Crime and Shame, to slight the refuge it affords her
and audaciously pretend that she desires to leave it!"

-------------------------------------------------------
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    [ ASGL-L will be taking its customary summer holiday
      from now until the end of August.  You can find
      ASGL-L archives 1996-2001 at:  http://go.to/asgl  or
      http://www.callnetuk.com/home/papageno/asgl/index.html
      Many thanks to Bandersnatch for maintaining this! :)  ]




    [ Press-cuttings digest ]

* Eire: _Supreme Court bans trial of civil servant_
* UK: _Disabled boy placed on paedophile register_
* USA: _Man's private journal ruled obscene_
* Australia: _Witch-hunt led to deaths, says Marsden_

Media: UK: _Chris Morris controversy again as 'Brass Eye' dropped_
Arts: USA: _Time magazine declares Sally Mann "USA's Best Photographer"_
Science: _Doctors say they can now choose the sex of a child_





Eire:
---------------------------------------------------------

July 2001

_Supreme Court bans trial of civil servant_

THE SUPREME Court yesterday granted orders preventing the
trial of a senior civil servant facing 63 charges of
indecent assault against two of his sisters, the first
dating back some 40 years.

The judges were concerned about the reliability of the
"recovered memory" of one of the sisters.  There was a risk
of an unfair trial, the judges ruled.

In an unanimous decision, three judges overturned a High
Court decision dismissing the man's application for orders
prohibiting his trial.

The man was charged with 20 counts of indecent assault
against one sister between 1961 and 1965 when she was
between three and eight years.

The remaining charges relate to his other sister and cover
dates between 1964 and 1974.

In his judgment,, Mr Justice Hardiman noted allegations of
sexual abuse against the man were made to certain social
service personnel in the mid-1980s but no criminal complaint
was made then.

One sister claimed to have "forgotten" the assaults
allegedly perpetrated on her until she "remembered" them in
hypnosis, while the allegations by the second sister then
appeared to have been triggered by the allegations of the
first.

Suggestions that the man might be able to interfere with a
prosecution because he held a senior civil service position
were "not viable" the judges said.

---------------------------------------------------------




UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

July 6th 2001

_Disabled boy placed on paedophile register_

A young autistic boy with a mental age of eight has been
placed on the sex offenders register.  The boy, "W", who
cannot be named for legal reasons, was accused of molesting
a girl when she was aged 12.  "W" is now aged 14.  Although
the boy was neither tried nor convicted, be was subject to a
formal caution by South Wales Police, which meant that he
had to be placed on the sex offenders register.

---------------------------------------------------------




USA:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Man's private journal ruled obscene_

July 4th 2001

Brian Dalton wrote fictitious tales of sexually abusing
children in his private journal, intending that no one else
see them, he said.

But when his probation officer found the journal during a
routine search of Dalton's Columbus home, prosecutors
charged him with pandering obscenity involving a minor.  In
Franklin County Common Pleas Court yesterday, the
22-year-old man's written words cost him 10 years in prison.

The case worries civil-rights lawyer Benson Wolman, who said
it has free-speech implications.

"What you're saying is somebody can't, in essence, confess
their fantasy into a personal journal for fear they have
socially unacceptable fantasies, then ultimately they end up
getting prosecuted," said Wolman, former director of the
American Civil Liberties Union in Ohio.

"This is the only case that I know of where we are talking
about a journal -- just written words.  It surprises and
offends me that an action should be brought based on a
journal."

The Feb. 23 indictment alleges that Dalton "did create,
reproduce or publish any obscene material that has a minor
as one of its participants or portrayed observers."

Wolman said he cannot recall an obscenity case involving
"mere words that were not disseminated."

"It is just this kind of thing, I think, that is a
misapplication of what the law intends," he said.

---------------------------------------------------------




Australia:
---------------------------------------------------------

July 10th 2001

_Witch-hunt led to deaths, says Marsden_

SYDNEY: Fears of being exposed as homosexual led to the
deaths of up 27 people during the Wood Royal Commission into
police corruption, Sydney solicitor John Marsden said
yesterday.

Mr Marsden, who recently won his long-running defamation
case against the Seven Network over claims he engaged in sex
with underage boys, said at least 13 of those who died had
been married.

Former Supreme Court judge David Yeldham was among those who
took their lives as a result of the commission, he said.

Judge Yeldham committed suicide in 1996 after he was named
as a paedophile and received a subpoena to appear before the
Wood Royal Commission.

"It's not just one death.  I know of 27 people who were not
paedophiles who committed suicide," Mr Marsden told the Nine
Network's Sunday program.

"I know of 13 of them who were married men, frightened to be
out as gay, who were in the same position as David Yeldham."

Allegations of a high-profile paedophile ring that was
protected by the police were the subject of the Wood Royal
Commission.  Mr Marsden was cleared of allegations that he
was involved.

He said the period of the Wood Royal Commission into police
corruption would be shown to be the worst period of
"McCarthyism" in Australia's history.

---------------------------------------------------------





Media: UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Chris Morris controversy again as 'Brass Eye' dropped_

6th July 2001

Channel 4 has postponed a one-off edition of its series

*Brass Eye* amid fears that it was to focus on the media's
hysterical treatment of paedophiles.  The programme, fronted
by the maverick satirist Chris Morris, was due to be
broadcast last night.

Comic satirist Chris Morris is renowned for making fun of
taboo issues and Channel 4 insiders hint that this time he
may have spoofed some of Fleet Street's most experienced
journalists.

Last night's episode was due to be replaced with a repeat of
a famous episode in which pundits were tricked into
condemning a fictitious new drug called "cake".  David
Amess, then a Tory MP, was one victim.

A Channel 4 spokeswoman denied that the programme's content
had delayed broadcast.  "The programme isn't finished and
will be broadcast this month some time," she said.

The decision to pull the show was taken yesterday, and a
Channel 4 manager told staff it was "too hot for Brass Eye
at the moment".

---------------------------------------------------------





Arts: photography:
---------------------------------------------------------

July 2001

Time magazine declares Sally Mann "USA's Best Photographer":

_In both family scenes and rural landscapes, she views the
world with singularly naked candor_

In the swarm of artistically minded boomers who matured in
the 1970s, there were thousands who hoped to become
filmmakers or photographers.  Many of the photographers --
working with sophisticated cameras that can produce an
occasional striking image almost without human intervention
-- won a brief success.  But three successive decades have
drastically winnowed their numbers, and only a few now stand
in the ranks of mastery that include such predecessors as
Dorothea Lange and Walker Evans.

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2001/americasbest/pro.smann.html

---------------------------------------------------------





Science:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Doctors say they can now choose the sex of a child_

5th July 2001

Choosing the sex of a baby is closer to reality after the
successful trials of a technique for sorting human sperm,
scientists announced yesterday.

The process can identify and sort sperm into the two types
that determine whether a fertilised egg develops into a male
or a female embryo.  American doctors who are conducting
trials on the process said it could be used to "balance"
families as well as avoiding potentially lethal diseases
such as haemophilia and muscular dystrophy, that boys are
more likely to develop.

The doctors have successfully used the "sex sorter" to
determine the gender of more than 190 babies born so far,
mostly to American parents requesting either a daughter or
son to balance the sexual make-up of their families.

Choosing the sex of a baby for non-medical reasons is viewed
as ethically unacceptable in Britain and has been outlawed
by the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority, even
though many British parents have requested help in choosing
the gender of a baby to balance their families.

The breakthrough relies on a machine called MicroSort, which
counts individual sperm cells with speed and accuracy.  It
works by distinguishing sperm carrying an X chromosome -
which results in female embryos - from male-determining
sperm carrying a Y chromosome.  The two sperm are normally
produced in a 50:50 ratio.  The technique was originally
invented in Britain and "tags" chromosomes with a
fluorescent marker.  Sperm that carry the X chromosome are
more fluorescent because they have slightly more DNA than
the Y chromosome.

The scientists said the machine has also been used to enrich
semen with sperm carrying an X chromosome to a point where
the percentage has increased from the normal 50 per cent to
a maximum of 87.2 per cent.  The enrichment is less
successful with Y chromosome sperm, achieving a maximum of
72 per cent.

Some scientists have questioned whether it is safe to use on
humans because it uses a substance that binds to DNA and may
cause deformities.  The American team, however, says it has
not detected any greater proportion of birth defects than in
the general population, although about 500 births would be
needed before the measure could be more accurately defined.

Dr Harvey Stern, who led the team from the Genetics and IVF
Institute in Fairfax, Virginia, told the European Society of
Human Reproduction and Embryology's annual meeting in the
Swiss city of Lausanne that the sex sorter has been used to
try to determine the sex of 284 embryos created by

* in vitro *fertilisation (IVF).  He said it successfully
determined the sex of 255 of these embryos -- a success rate
of 90 per cent.  Of these, 190 have been born.

He said: "Gender selection remains controversial but [some
commentators] on both sides of the Atlantic suggested that
for family variety and balance, this is not unethical.  I
think this is not a terrible thing."

"Some people want daughters to put them in little dresses.
I have a gentleman with vineyards who wanted a son to leave
them to.  I don't have an ethical problem with that.  I look
at it fairly simply.  I want to help couples have the
healthy children they want," he said.

"MicroSort is currently still undergoing clinical trial, but
we already know it substantially increases the chance of a
couple having a child of a particular gender," he added.

"Another important factor is that it may result in
sufficient embryos for one or more frozen embryo transfer
cycles as well, which means the woman may be able to avoid
having to undergo additional IVF cycles if the first
transfer is unsuccessful."

----------------------------------------------------------
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